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< Taking Too L
’ It may be that by the time this ap- |
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pears in print President Johnson will :
. have announced What the-series-of con-
i ferences on the Viet war have helped
him to decide. We hope so, for the pub-
- licity given to these almost daily ses-

. sions with Mr. Johnson's top advisers '

- is more reassuring to our enemies than
. to the American people.
Y The picture which emerges is one of

! a commander-in-chief beset with uncer-
* tainty as he weighs several alternatives

" and presides over a restrained debate
_between the military, State Department,

and CIA heads who carmot agree among

themselves -

To top this off, the White House .

- felt it necessary over the weekend to

_.deny “publjshed suggestions’ that the -

. conferences were' mere cover-ups for
. decisions already made to step up the
.war eﬁort
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: “these publisied suggestions"

: -facmg up to the Viet war, and the nation

‘We _think- it would have'
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| been better if the President had 1gnored
— not
: denounced them through his press sec- 7.
.retary as “1rresponsxble, reckless and
‘grossly untrue.’

" Does he seek to appease his liberal -
cr.txcs by showing himself as vacillat- "
\mv" But he has not been that way in;
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:doesn't want him to be that way now. He i
‘cast the die when he declared that'the ; ;
United States would never be fmced
_out of Southeast Asia. :

What alternative is there to bu.ldmo'
‘up our forces in South Viet Nam and 3
fwhtmv to win this war—so long as our "
enemies are on the offensive and threat-
ening to win? A
© We think that will be,:if it is not al-'d
‘ready, President Johnson's decision. And
w6 hope it will be announced soon,. with
ail'the facts and reasons told,~" -« .3
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' Mu;‘c uoposdxon
To War?
To tho Editor; 1

While there have always been
iipeople oppoescd to our gelting
"l into war, <o you uat thmk thcre
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.~ -|is morc oppositinn now to the

'r, war in Southcas: “ i, a second
A Korea, as it were?
': I have read o the
geacy  rally”  on \.":’.': Nam
<o sored by  SANE, where
,, Senlor Wayne Morse o Or ‘egon
ldeciared tnat the conscusts on
s Viet Nam, “is not a cenionsus
;,01 our people, nor even of the
Jeoimmunily of nations; it is a
flconsensus among  the  Siate
?(l"l)cpartnwnt. Cowvand  While
J Touse stafll,” Ile  called it
i “government by coun: ‘c"lmcnt "
vi I'vof. [Hans) Merenivou said
,,1t is an ll’]JhS. VAr wh. cie that
!m'n.ut bawen aad i g
[ivcm',t.inuox; WAl v (e e l\.t
ln{ msite elicnls o ;‘ 150 \»luc‘m
ot govenneat intends to have.!
I~.~.ry T. Dungan, 711 N.
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